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Foreword 

By Chf Tech Chris Mossman 

Welcome to this bumper issue of the 
Kineton STEM newsletter. The Kineton 
STEM team continues to go from 
strength to strength. The teams 
outstanding reputation means we are 
inundated with requests almost daily. So 
far this year, Kineton STEM have been 
responsible for 19% of STEM 
engagements across the whole of 
defence. The dedication and 
commitment shown by our active STEM 
ambassadors is admirable and the 
Summer of STEAM (added Arts) will 
showcase the teams desire to offer 
innovative and memorable engagement. 

A special thanks to Cpl Robin Barnard for 
his continued effort in producing this 
newsletter.   

Magnificent Flying Machines 

Always keen to innovate, the Kineton 
STEM team created a new Build a glider 
activity. Using simple materials (Balsa 
wood, masking tape and bin bags) the 
team created a challenge that could be 
completed by families and young people 
of all ages.  

For the week of the May half term, the 
Kineton STEM deployed to Compton 
Verney and set up within the green 
dwelling. The Green dwelling is a new 
installation in the Old Town meadow, 

celebrating the history and magnificent 
views it provides of the house and 
parkland. 

Deploying the Station gazebo, the team 
battled through very changeable 
weather, to deliver a week of aircraft 
design, build a glider and a camouflage 
hunt, activities.  

 

On a particularly windy day the gliders 
were transforms into kites with the 
addition of string. Such a great site to 
see children running around trying to get 
their kites into the air. 

 

 

 

Over 700 people engaged with the team 
over the week and Compton Verney 
recorded their highest visitor numbers 
for a single day this year; showing that 
the Kineton STEM really does have a 
huge impact! Feedback was universally 
excellent and the activity would be used 
again at….. 

Scifest Wolverhampton Uni 

Scifest is University of Wolverhampton’s 
science and engineering festival held at 
the University of Wolverhampton’s 
fantastic city campus in the center of 
Wolverhampton. The two-day festival 
started on Friday the 5th of July, with a 
day exclusively aimed towards young 
scientists and engineers at primary 
schools from across the West Midlands 
and all over the country.   
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The young scientists could see the magic 
of science, hear science adventures 
through stories and marvel at the 
wonder of the universe in a planetarium, 
as well as explore every aspect of 
science and engineering. 

 

The second day of the festival (Saturday 
6th July) was open to all. Giving children 
and adults of all ages the opportunity to 
explore Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths (STEM) like they 
have never seen before. 

Following 
the success 
of last year's 
‘Scifest 
After Dark’, 
it returned 
this year. 
This event 
was for 
grown-ups 
only and 
was held at 

the Lighthouse Media Centre in 
Wolverhampton. It combined both 
science and technology with stand-up 
comedy, music and a very special 
opportunity to watch the classic sci-fi 
film Flash Gordan! A fantastic end to a 
fabulous event!  

During the two days the demand was 
phenomenal! We had nearly 800 
individuals build airframes of all shapes 
and sizes. This proved to be quite a 
crowd puller and after the first day they 
had cleaned us out of all our materials! 
None the less the standard “adapt and 
overcome” mentality came to the fore 

and we precured further materials from 
the Art Department to keep the families 
entertained on the final day! 

This eye-opening number of visitors we 
had to our stand proved that you don’t 
always need fandangle tech to have a 
STEMtastic time! 

Think Forward 

You may be wondering what this title is 
all about so let me give you a brief 
history about it! We have previously 
worked closely with Welcombe Hills 
School, a school that aids students who 
have a wide range of Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities to provide them 
with a meaningful and challenging 
learning experiences, that promote their 
development and independence. 

From this close relationship and a 
chance meeting during the event at 
Compton Verney we have forged a new 
relationship with Think Forward. Think 
Forward provides long-term, 
personalized coaching to young people 
in schools with the highest risk of 
unemployment to enable them to 
transition into sustained work. 

This is a great opportunity for the 
Station and community engagement 
team to make a real difference to these 
young people’s lives. 

For our first collaboration we conducted 
mock interviews for 25 students. Now 
we all know how scary it can be to be 
sitting in an interview room with 
questions getting fired at you left, right 
and center! We provided an eye-opening 
experience for these young adults to 
practice their interview skills. The 
Ambassador’s involved gave detail 
feedback on how to adapt and improve 
their skillsets thus giving them the best 
chance possible in their future 
employment. 

We all wish them the best of luck! 

STEM Enrichment Day @ 
Kineton High School 

On the 11th July he team ran a STEM 
enrichment day, for year 9 students at 
KHS. A mix of both RAF and Army STEM 
Ambassadors delivered a carousel of 

activities throughout the day. A chance 
for the students to experience hands on 
STEM experience, away from their usual 
time table.  

 

Dunchurch Scouts 

Having taken delivery of our Sphero 
robots, the team ventured out, to our 
friends at the 1st Dunchurch Scout 
Group. The group allowed us to hijack 
their weekly meeting and give the 
Sphero’s a run through their paces. This 
opened our eyes to the true potential of 
the kit and taught us valuable lessons! 

Thank you to Mole and all the scouts for 
helping us. 

 

 

 



 

 

Food Festival RAF Cosford 

With the STEM events coming through thick 
and fast this year we decided it was time to 
give back to those who have helped us get 
the Kineton STEM dream up and running, 
none more so than The Tablet Academy. 
They provided us with multiple bits of kit 
which has helped us provide some quality 
teaching to local schools and community. 

The setting was unique! A two-day Food 
Festival held at RAF museum Cosford over 
the weekend of 20/21 July. 

Several activities were on offer including 
swimming Sphero’s and miniature drones. 
Giving our STEM Ambassadors countless 
ideas on how to further progress our 
teaching initiatives! 

The food festival itself is well worth a look, 
especially if you are as much a cake lover as 
we are! 

 

What’s coming up…. 

Summer events will be in full swing with 
events held at both Compton Verney Art 
Gallery (Tuesdays) and British Motor 
Museum (Thursdays) weekly, 
throughout the summer holidays (23 
July – 29 August). A fantastic 
opportunity to get artistic with Sphero 
robots or become the next Quentin 
Tarantino with Stop Motion Animation! 
Plenty of fun to be had!     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the team! 

If you are interested in joining the 
Kineton STEM team contact Chf Tech 
Chris Mossman Ext. 4143 or 
christopher.mossman592@mod.gov.uk 

The process of becoming a STEM 
Ambassador is vey easy and there is no 
cost to the individual. We work with 
young people of all ages and can tailor 
the STEM outreach you are involved in, 
to your own passion.  

Useful Links: 

www.comptonverney.org.uk 

www.thinkforward.org.uk 

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

 

 



 


